May 5th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Haven’t heard from anybody for a while. Hope you are OK. I keep thinking of you and wondering what you are doing. 

I have been watching a TV series about speed and why a lot of people seem to go after it. Very interesting. In last week’s episode, they showed how fighter pilots are taught to pull a fighter out of a stall and spin. This is done at a school in the UK, which I think they said is the only one in the world, and which also trains US military pilots. They take the fighter to 40 000 feet, stall it and put it into a spin. The pilots are then taught how to get out of the stall and spin by the time they reach about 25 000 feet. Must be a dangerous occupation for the instructors though when one instructor was being interviewed later, he said he used a Volvo car because it was safe!!  In the latest episode, they were talking and showing us about breaking through the sound barrier for the first time. The problem of this ‘barrier’ was first discovered by Spitfire pilots who would deliberately dive from a great height. As their speed increased, a kind of ‘wall of air’ would form in front of the plane locking the controls. The British solved the problem of how to get through the wall by using a movable wing (?tail). But before they could test their experimental plane, they were ‘persuaded’ to ‘share’ all their secrets with the US with the promise that the US would share what they knew. However, once the US got the information, they then refused to honour their promise. This allowed Chuck Yeager to become the first person to go through the sound barrier. The same thing happened again with the first jet airliners. The UK had developed the ‘Comet’ which was in service years before the first US jet airliner. But then came the Comet disasters. They eventually found the cause (almost breaking the company in the process) and figured out what to do. Again they ‘shared’ this knowledge with the US and soon after, Boeing came out with the 707, which was a jump ahead of the subsequent Comet planes. You think the British would learn. They will probably lose out again by sharing their jump-jet technology with the US for the building of the X-35 (?correct number). 

I also watched the final episode of WWII in colour. I’m not sure if they are actual colour films or if colour has been added to black-and-white films. This is possible and has been done with a number of old full-length movies. 

Not that much happening in HK. There was a TV report of HK residents being mugged while across the border. Not that many cases but still a cause for concern. But similar things happen in reverse. A group of mainland tourists kicked up a fuss, and rightly so, for being overcharged for poor quality goods at some of the shops on their tour. The HK Tourist Association soon sorted things out, but still, the visitors could take back bad reports. An oil tanker overturned on the road to Sai Kung the other day causing traffic chaos for a lot of the day. 

There are a lot of mainland tourists in HK at the moment. And I think many of them are staying here. Last Wednesday was the May day holiday and people in China get a one week’s holiday at this time. I think they also have a one-week holiday at Chinese New Year. So, with other holidays throughout the year, they must have a large number of holidays. But perhaps they do not get annual holidays from their work as in other countries.

More on the right-of-abode issue. A delegation of r-o-a supporters went to Geneva this part week to give a report to the UN Human Rights’ Commission about the government’s handling of the issue. 

Back to exercising five days a week. Swimming 3 days, and gym 2 days. The Ultra-violet radiation levels are high now with maxima about 12. I don’t know if US weather reports include UV level warnings or not. I remember when I was in NZ in December (when the Sun was at its highest) the levels were 11 to 12. I got a sunburnt face when I went for a walk without a hat. But that doesn’t seem to happen so much here, perhaps because the air is more humid. I think my back injury was caused on the rowing machine. I used it again the other day, the first time for a couple of weeks. I did the first few minutes very slowly but then decided to go all out for the final minute. After about 15 seconds, there was a sudden pain where my injury is. Had to stop. Difficult to stand up after that. Have been using ‘heat cream’ since then. Seems to help. 

I mentioned last week about the Rugby 7s tournaments. NZ won the tournament in Malaysia last weekend. With the points gained, they clinched the world series title again – for the third time out of the 3 years the world series has been in operation. Even if they get no points in the remaining two tournaments in London and Wales, no other team can enough points to overtake them. 

I will take the opportunity now to wish you a happy birthday as next week’s mail will not arrive in time. So, HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! I will be thinking of you. You should think 12 hours earlier on that day as your birth was in HK.

That’s about if for now. Have written more than I though I could!

Cheers.
Dad
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